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What is a Political Resume?

A political resume or a political CV (curriculum vitae) is tailored for
application in jobs in politics or civic groups. It focuses on your
relevant strengths and accomplishments to engage the reader and
olve you a great impression.

Who Needs a Political CV?

This resume 1s most applicable for job seekers with public service
experience who aspires to rise to a political role or leadership
position In a civic organization.

Who Can Apply for Office?

In the US, the three most vital requirements to run for public office are
educational backeround, experience, and citizenship/residency.

Candidates may have at least a Bachelor's diploma or higher. The most
Ideal degrees are political science, foreign affairs, anthropology, history,
international relations, and public administration.

A candidate should have at least two to eight years related experience.
Relevant experience may include affiliation with a political party
(Democratic, Republican (GOP), Constitutional, Green Party,
Libertarian, etc.) or volunteering for a local campaign and non-profit
organization.

For aspiring senators additional requirements are at least 30 years old,
a US citizen for at least nine years, and is a resident of the State they
want to represent. The Senate consists of 100 members, with two
senators coming from each state.

What Format Should You Use
for a Political Candidate Resume?

Since recruiters spend only an average of six seconds per resume, the main goal for a resume
for political appointment is to make it complete but readable. Politics entails you make a good
impression among your constituents so build a resume that speaks volumes with clarity.

Resume experts recommend the chronological or targeted political CV format. For transparency,
avoid using the functional format.

Which Sections Should Not Go Missing in
Your Political Resume Format?

Professional Summary

This paragraph is the perfect place to highlight your leadership
and organizational skills. State how you acquired them and cite
notable events and accomplishments that sell your strengths.

Experience

isting relevant roles held in reverse chronology is most

preferred but if your focus is on relevance rather than
time order, use the targeted format. Dont use the
functional format since some see it as a deceptive move.

Areas of Expertise

In this section of a political resume, you add

your platforms or the causes that you support.
(Universal Health Care, Immigration Policies,
Wealth Redistribution, Planned Parenthood, or
Gun Control, etc.)

Activities

Discuss related civic projects such as volunteer
experience, social or academic groups or other
significant public service events attended. This
shows their capacity for bigger scale public
Service roles.
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